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Back for Another Year! 
 

“To Hell With The Bell” 
 

Date:  Wednesday, August 30, 2023 
 

Time:  10:30 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Place:  Back Meeting Room 
Ralph’s Steakhouse 

1249 Trans Canada Way SE 
(use entrance on the west side of the building) 

 

Special: Honoring our newest Life Members 
 

Entertainment: Heather McCaig 
(slide presentation and talk on Kenya) 

 
Cost of Luncheon:  $22.00 

 
If you have not been phoned by a member of the phoning committee  

as of Friday, August 25, 2023,  
please contact Mel Deydey  

(403-581-3348) or 49ermh@gmail.com 
to confirm your attendance. 



 
MHADRTA 
Executive 

2023-2024 
 

 
 
 

 
President:  Therese Bullin 
 

Past President:  Mel Deydey 
 

1st Vice–President: vacant at present 
 

2nd Vice-President: Lori Karwandy 
 

Secretary: Ray Morrison 
 

Treasurer:  Henk Hof 
 

Membership Chairman:  Jim Kaupp 
 

ATA Rep—Local #1:  Darlene Dee 
 

ATA Rep—Local #2: Laurel Schlaht 
 

ATA Rep—Local #39:  Dianne Durda 
 

SEATCA:  Delle Lovig 
 

Branch ARTA Reps:  Judy Wonnenberg 
       Dianne Durda 
 

Pioneer Village Schoolhouse: 
       Vicki McCaig 
 

Cards & Scrapbook:  Annita Pinder 
 

Health Benefits: Jim Black 
 

Pension & Financial Wellness: 
    Ray Hoger 
 

Contact:  Barb Taylor 
 

Website:  Ed Dick 
 

Phoning:  Jim Black 
 

Programs:  Donna Mae Goldade 
 

ARTA Board Of Directors: Mel Deydey 
 
 
Contact information for the executive 
(email addresses and phone numbers) is 
available to MHADRTA members on the 
website. It is password protected. 
 
  
 

MHADRTA 
Membership Update 

 
Time to renew your membership! Your 
2023/2024 membership is about to ex-
pire at the end of August. 
 

Your 2023/2024 membership will be valid 
from September 1, 2023 to August 31, 
2024.  We hope you will rejoin.  See all 
your options on the last page of this 
newsletter. 
 

Membership in MHADRTA is $15.00 per 
year, payable by cheque or cash.  Mem-
bership in ARTA is separate.  For more 
information, visit www.arta.net 
 

We already have 62 members who have 
joined or renewed their memberships 
early for the 2023/2024 term.  This in-
cludes 46 renewals, 7 new members, 7 
Lifetime members and two honorary 
members.  
 
We look forward to those who have not 
yet renewed to join us!  You can renew at 
the September meeting or take ad-
vantage of the many options available to 
you on the Membership page at the end 
of this newsletter.  

By e-mail: 
mhadrta3@gmail.com 

 

Visit our website: 
www.mhadrta.wixsite.com/mhadrta 

 

Like us on Facebook: 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@mhadrta 



Hello Everyone! 
 

Next month this will be “the President’s 
Message” (the word PAST will be removed) 
and the column will be written by our new 
president, Therese Bullin.  She will provide 
an introductory message in the October 
newsletter. 
 

It is so nice to say “Welcome Back!” We 
look forward to the new school year term 
for another successful year of meetings 
and programs.   
 

Our Executive met in mid August and put 
some plans in motion. We are going to host 
our “To Hell with the Bell” meeting on 
Wednesday, August 30.  Two of the three  
school divisions will be in session that 
week. 
 

We were very pleased with the venue, ser-
vice and food that Ralph’s Steakhouse pro-
vided last year.  We will be meeting there 
again this year.  For those who may not 
know where it is located, the address for 
Ralph’s Steakhouse is 1249 TransCanada 
Way SE. Doors will be open at 10:00 am. 
They have a back room where we will be 
able to hold our General Meetings. All 
meetings will begin at 10:30 am followed by 
lunch at 12:00 noon. The cost for lunch will 
be $22.00 which includes all taxes and gra-
tuities. 
 
If you are attending the meeting, please 
park on the west side of the building (right 
side of the building facing it from the street)
--where you will see a single door to enter 
the building. This door leads to our Meeting 
Room. Coffee and water will be available 
and ready for you upon entry to our meet-
ing room.  We order our meals from a list of 
five choices.  Feedback this past year was 
very positive!  Brad Hayward and his staff 
have been very accommodating and the 
service provided has been excellent! 
 

The number of people staying for lunch is 
very important and we have to call in the 
number of attendees by Friday prior to the 
meeting. When you are called, please com-
mit one way or the other. We need to be 
accurate with our count. If for some reason 
you are not called by a MHADRTA tele-
phone volunteer, please call, text or email 
me if you wish to attend. We will assure you 
are placed on a caller’s list for the following 
meeting. 
 
If you have not already done so, I encour-
age you to renew your membership prior to 
the meeting. There are many options to do 
that. See the “Membership Page” in this 
newsletter for all the details. It is the last 
page of the newsletter.  However, if that is 
not possible ,we will certainly welcome you 
to renew your membership at the meeting. 
 
Our Executive slate is not complete.  At the 
June AGM we did not have anyone step 
forward for the position of 1st Vice Presi-
dent.  At present the position remains va-
cant.  We hope to fill that position within the 
next couple of months. Please consider 
stepping forward or giving serious consider-
ation if you are approached. 
 
If you have ideas on guest speakers or on a 
topic that you would like to learn more 
about, please speak to me or Donna Mae 
Goldade (or simply send us an email).  We 
want our presentations to be of interest to 
you while meeting your needs at the same 
time. 
 
A new MHADRTA season is about to begin, 
and we couldn’t be more excited! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all at the first 
meeting! 

Sincerely, 
 

Mel Deydey 
Past President & Newsletter Editor 
MHADRTA 
 

49ermh@gmail.com 

PAST 

mailto:49ermh@gmail.com


Pioneer Village Report 
 

By: Vicki McCaig 
    
 
 
 
Medicine Hat Exhibition & Stampede 

 

Our 2023 Stampede was well-attended and enjoyed by people from far and 

wide.  Pioneer Village is a peaceful oasis enjoyed, as a place to relax and cool 

off in the shade of the park.  The McKay Creek Schoolhouse portrays the edu-

cation of early days.  It was enjoyed by the young, who were amazed at the 

difference between then and now and brought back memories for those, who 

had attended one room schoolhouses in the past.  We had about 15 Rodeo 

Queens from other places come in and have their pictures taken in the desks.  

They loved it!  There were visitors from the Medicine Hat area, and all over 

Alberta;  from Saskatchewan- Regina, Swift Current, Mantario, Assiniboia, 

Kindersley, Maple Creek, Saskatoon, Pontiex, and Tompkins; from British Co-

lumbia – Surrey, Mission, Abbotsford, Port Alice, Nanaimo, Vernon, Vancou-

ver, and Victoria; from Manitoba – Winnipeg and Byron; from Ontario –

Stratford and Dryden; and from the United States, England, Bosnia, Australia, 

Denmark, Portugal, and China.  Everyone was enthused about the school-

house.  The 23 volunteers in the schoolhouse enriched the memory for the 

visitors.  Thank you to those Retired Teachers and some spouses, who shared 

their knowledge. 

MHADRTA EXECUTIVE FOR 2023-2024 

(Left to Right) Henk Hof (Treasurer), Therese Bullin (President),  Mel Deydey 
(Past President), Lori Karwandy (2nd Vice President), Ray Morrison (Secretary),  



 Volunteers   
for our August 30  
General Meeting 

 

GREETERS: 
Darlene Dee 

 
50/50: 

Jim Black 
Jeff Wilson 

 
DECORATIONS 
Therese Bullin 
Barb Taylor 

 
PRAYER/GRACE: 

Annita Pinder 
 

Congratulations! 
 

.... to our newest Life Members—Garry 
and Anne Law who will be recognized 
and honoured at our To Hell With The 
Bell meeting. 

ARTA  
Wellness Challenge 

2023 
 

A huge thank you is extended to those 
who participated in the ARTA Wellness 
Challenge. We had 9 MHADRTA mem-
bers submit their sheets for the chal-
lenge.  I know there were many others 
who were physically active and partici-
pated in wellness activities but did not 
submit their totals—that’s okay. The 
important part of being seniors is stay-
ing active!   
 
At the ARTA AGM held in Edmonton at 
the beginning of October, we will find 
out how our regional compared to the 
rest of the regionals in the province.  
Therese will report at the October 
meeting. 
 
Please continue to stay active.  It’s all 
part of a healthy lifestyle. 
 

      Helping out the Chair People on our Executive 
 
Many people on the Executive have looked after a particular committee (or task) for a 
very long time.  Most are one person committees.  Some are looking at stepping down 
with the hope that another MHADRTA member will take over the role.  
 
Jim Kaupp is looking for someone to take over the Membership Committee duties.  Jim 
would be willing to work with that person for the entire year so the new person would 
feel comfortable in the role before taking it over.  If you are interested, please talk with 
Jim or Mel or Therese. Other Committees in the same position include the Cards, Memo-
rials & Scrapbook Committee which has been looked after by Annita Pinder for many 
years; and the ATA Local No. 1 representative which has been held by Darlene Dee.  
While the people listed above are doing an excellent job in their roles, they would like 
someone new to take over. 
 
We are also in need of another person to join the phoning committee to contact mem-
bers prior to each meeting to see if they will be attending. See Mel if you are willing to 
take on the task. 



August 30—General Meeting 
“To Hell With the Bell” 

 
October 10—Executive Meeting 
 
October 25—General Meeting 
              “Hallowe’en Theme” 
 
November 28—Executive meeting 
 
December 13—General Meeting 
                  “Christmas Theme” 
 

 
January 30—Executive Meeting 
 
February 14—General Meeting 

“Valentine’s theme” 
 

March 26—Executive Meeting 
 
April 10—General Meeting 
            “Spring Theme” 
 
June 4—Executive meeting 
 
June 19—General Meeting 
         “Annual General Meeting” 
 
ALL General Meetings will be held at 
Ralph’s Steakhouse beginning at 
10:30 am. 
 
All Executive Meetings will be held at  
Ricky’s Restaurant beginning at 
10:30 am. 

 
WELCOME to “brand new 
retirees” who have joined 
MHADRTA—Neermal Ho-
sanee, Desiree Kasbrick, 
Arlene Cooper, Wes King

-Hunter and Laura Hoffman—who took advantage of a 
free membership just for being first year retirees.  Alt-
hough not first year retirees, we welcome new members, 
Lionel Brideson and Carol Drew who have also joined 
our branch. 

The ARTA Annual General Meeting will take place in Edmonton 
October 3 and 4, 2023. This year it will again be in-person! Therese 
Bullin (as branch President) and Ray Hoger (Chair of the Pension & 
Financial wellness Committee), along with two yet to be named 
MHADRTA delegates will attend this year’s event! 
 
At the AGM, elections will take place for one member to each of the 
following ARTA provincial committees: Health Benefits, Communica-
tions, Governance, Pension & Financial Wellness, Strategic Planning & Advocacy, 
and Wellness.  If any MHADRTA member (must also be an ARTA member) is inter-
ested in seeking a position on any of the committees, please send Therese or me 
an email and we will forward the nomination package to  you. Deadline for applica-
tions to be received by the ARTA CEO by 4:00 pm Tuesday, September 8, 2023. 



Membership Form for 2023/24 School Year 
 

Yes, I would like to RENEW or PURCHASE A NEW (Circle ONE) 
membership in MHADRTA for the 2023/2024 term. 
 
Cost of the Membership: $15.00 per year. Cash or cheque only. 
First year of retirement: FREE 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ Postal Code _____________ 
 
Phone :__________________________ E-mail: __________________________ 
 
Providing an e-mail address will enable you to receive the newsletter.  Hard copies 
of the newsletter are not sent out.  Your e-mail address is never shared or revealed 
to anyone as all mailings are sent as a Bcc (blind carbon copy). 
 
Please enclose payment (cheques made payable to MHADRTA) and send to: MHADRTA,   
36 Prairie Dr. NE, Medicine Hat, AB T1C 1R2. 
 

Membership will be valid until August 31, 2024. 
 
 

 
It is Membership Renewal Time for existing MHADRTA  members.  This year you have 
couple of different options in renewing your membership. I want you to be informed with 
what is happening locally and provincially through this medium—the newsletter, emails, 
and social media.  If you are on Facebook, please like the page or follow us on Twitter to 
be kept up to date.   

 
OPTION 1: Please fill out the form below and mail it to the address on the form below 
with your cheque or if you are in the neighbourhood you can drop it off in my mailbox.  

 
OPTION 2: Newly retired teachers (those retiring June, 2023 or if you retired in January, 
2023) who received the June newsletter as part of their retirement welcome envelope from 
MHADRTA may use this membership form to join for free.  Simply circle NEW and fill out 
the information.  Again, please scan the form or take a picture of the completed form, and 
email it to 49ermh@gmail.com, mail it through Canada Post or drop off the form to the 
address found at the bottom of the form.  This way you will always be sent the newsletter. 

 
OPTION 3: Ed Dick has created an online method for anyone who visits the website to 
join MHADRTA or renew their memberships, and you can pay by using eTransfer.  Just 
contact Henk Hof (at hrhof@shaw.ca) for information on eTransfers.  Lots of options for 
you to choose from on how to join us! 
 

Membership Page 


